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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,319,125 to Acres (Acres). 

In Reference to Claims 1 and 9 

Acres discloses a method of communication in a gaming network (Fig. 5 
"bonusing promotion system" Col. 1 Line 17) having a central server linked to a plurality 
of gaming terminals (Fig. 5 and "bonus promotion system 350 includes a bonus server 
351 which is the central control point for each of the bonus promotions" Col. 17 Lines 
20-21 ; "or several bonus servers" 370 Col. 27 Lines 32-33 and "bonus server 
interconnected to a plurality of gaming devices" Col. 1 Lines 18-19), the method 
comprising: 

receiving a primary event message ("system 350 communicates with the bonus 
server 351 (370) via messages exchanged as data packages." Col. 27 Lines 25-27) in a 
routing queue (Fig. 24 "Meters" 134 and Col. 50 Lines 40-67) of the central server from 
one of the plurality of gaming terminals (Fig. 24 "Gaming Device Communication" 128) 
{the central server including an association data structure (Fig. 24 "Message Engine" 
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156) that facilitates identification of at least one application to process the primary event 
message ("All messages are directed to the Message Engine, which in turn, decides 
what actions need to be taken. Col. 51 Lines 44-46 and Fig. 24 functions 1 55A()-1 55J() 
and modules 126, 128, 146, 148, 150, 152, and 154 and Col. 51 Lines 37-60); } 

processing the primary event message to identify a first application queue 
associated with a first application to process the primary event message using an 
association data structure (Fig. 24 "Message Engine" 156) and the association data 
structure storing an association of the primary event message to at least the first 
application queue (Fig. 24 functions 155A()-155J() and modules 126, 128, 146, 148, 
150, 152, and 154 and Col. 51 Lines 37-60); and 

transmitting the received primary event message to the identified first application 
queue ("All messages are directed to the Message Engine, which in turn, decides what 
actions need to be taken i.e. which module interfaces functions must be called." Col. 51 
Lines 44-46 and Fig. 35 "message queue" 372 of bonus server 370). 

In Reference to Claims 2 and 4 

Acres discloses retrieving the primary event message from the first application 
queue with the first application and processing the primary event message with the first 
application (Fig. 35 step 373 and Fig. 36 "RPM (Receive)" Routine routes message) and 
Acres discloses a method wherein the gaming network further includes executing the 
first application on a secondary server in communication with the central server ("a 
meter broadcast packet originals from a concentrator 352 and is received by several 
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bonus servers 370 for communicating meter information potentially utilized by several 
bonus servers 370 in the funding of their respective bonus promotions." Col. 27 Lines 
31-35). 

In Reference to Claims 3 and 5 

Acres discloses generating a secondary event message from the processing of 
the primary event message (Fig. 36 whereby a "No" response to "Message for this 
bonus server?" generates a second message back to the RPM for re-routing) and 
transmitting, processing, and transmitting the secondary event message to the 
{identified} second application queue (system is capable of performing this function as 
explained in claims 1 and 2 similar to a primary event message and to a second queue 
e.g. "queue" 370). 

In Reference to Claims 6 and 7 

Acres discloses a method wherein the gaming terminal generates the primary 
event message ("A meters queue 134 stores the values of meters from the gaming 
device." Col. 50 Line 64-65) and comprising processing the secondary event 
message to identify the gaming terminal that generated the primary event message 
(system is capable of performing this intended use). 



In Reference to Claim 8 

Acres discloses a gaming network (Fig. 5 "bonusing promotion system" Col. 1 
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Line 17) comprising: 

a gaming terminal (Fig. 1 ) for generating an event message ("values of the 
meters" Col. 50 Line 64); and 

a central server in communication with the gaming terminal (Fig. 5 and "bonus 
promotion system 350 includes a bonus server 351 which is the central control point for 
each of the bonus promotions" Col. 17 Lines 20-21; and "bonus server interconnected 
to a plurality of gaming devices" Col. 1 Lines 18-19), the central server including, . 

a routing queue (Fig. 24 "Meters" 134 and Col. 50 Lines 40-67) operable to 
receive a plurality of event messages ("system 350 communicates with the bonus 
server 351 (370) via messages exchanged as data packages." Col. 27 Lines 25-27) 
including the event message for one or more applications (Fig. 24 "Gaming Device 
Communication" 128 and "All messages are directed to the Message Engine, which in 
turn, decides what actions are to be taken (which module interfaces are to be called" 
Col. 51 Lines 44-46); 

a plurality of application queues (Fig. 24 "Meters" and Fig. 35 "queues 372, 375, 
and 379), each application queue operable to receive one or more event messages of 
the plurality of event messages (system is capable of performing this function), each 
application queue associated with an application of the one or more applications to 
process received one or more event messages in the application queue (Fig, 35 
whereby queues are associated with "meter calculation manager" and "configuration 
service manager"); 
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an association data structure ((Fig. 24 "Message Engine" 156) operable to 
establish an association between the plurality of event messages and at least one 
application queue of the plurality of application queues (Fig. 24 functions 155A()-155J() 
and modules 126, 128, 146, 148, 150, 152, and 154 and Col. 51 Lines 37-60), 

wherein the central server is operable to receive the plurality of event messages 
in the routing queue, identify via the association data structure at least one application 
queue of the plurality of application queues corresponding with the received plurality of 
event messages, and transmit the received plurality of event messages to the at least 
one application queue identified via the association data structure ("All messages are 
directed to the Message Engine, which in turn, decides what actions need to be taken 
i.e. which module interfaces functions must be called." Col. 51 Lies 44-46 and Fig. 35 
"message queue" 372 of bonus server 370). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -9 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul A. D'Agostin.o whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1992. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m.. 

6. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hotaling can be reached on (571) 272-4437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

7. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications Is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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